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A

Acid ic  Form Natura l cannab inoid  form  from  within the trichom es of raw cannab is flowers 

tha t have a  carboxyl ring  or g roup (COOH) a ttached to their cha in.

Alcohol Ext rac t ion  Process by which the cannab is p lant is stripped of essent ia l oils and 

trichom es using  ethyl or isopropyl a lcohol. Once the extra  p lant m ateria l is 

filtered out and the rem aining  a lcohol is evapora ted, st icky hash oil rem ains.

B

Broad Spect rum  

Hem p Oil/Ext rac t  

Unrefined extrac t from  the hem p p lant tha t has not been refined to conta in 

only spec ific  cannab inoids and p lant parts, but one or m ore const ituents (e.g . 

THC) has been rem oved.

Butane Hash Oil 
Ext rac t ion

Process by which cannab is flowers are trea ted with butane c reat ing  an 

am ber resin known as wax or shatter. This process a llows 

tetrahydrocannab inol (THC) to becom e solub le.

C

Cannab inoid  Any of a  group of c losely rela ted  com pounds which inc lude cannab inol and 

the ac t ive const ituents of cannab is. C21 or C22 (for the carboxyla ted form s) 

terpenophenolic  com pounds, their carboxylic  ac ids, ana logs and 

transform ation produc ts tha t ac t on cannab inoid  receptors w ithin the 

endocannab inoid  system  of anim als. Cannab inoids exist  in three prim ary 

form s, d ist inguished by their sources: (a ) phytocannab inoids, (b ) 

endocannab inoids, and (c ) synthet ica lly p roduced cannab inoids
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C

Cannab inoid  Profile The com bined am ount of each cannab inoid  tha t m ake up the p lant or 

p roduc t.

Cannab is Cannab is is a  p lant genus tha t p roduces three spec ies of flowering  p lants:

- Cannabis sativa  L. a subspec ies of Cannab is, is known as Hem p (see 

definit ion). Variet ies have a  THC content of less than 0.3%. Hem p is a  

non- psychoac t ive form  of cannab is. Cannabis sativa  L. is genera lly ta ll 

and random ly branched, high in fib re and gra in. It  is low in THC. Many 

fib re and gra in produc ts and industria l uses have been m ade from  

Cannabis sativa  L. (hem p)

- Cannabis indica  has poor fib re qua lity and is used to m ake drugs for 

rec reat ion and m edic ine.  The p lant is rela t ively short , conica l and 

densely branched. Cannabis indica  tend to have a  higher ?9- THC and 

a  lower Cannab id iol (CBD) content than C. sativa  L. Marijuana  (see 

definit ion), dependent on the stra in, can have THC concentra t ions of 

18% to 38%.

- Cannabis Rudera lis  a  low- THC cannab is variety tha t is p rim arily 

selec ted by breeders for its CBD- rich genetics. Unlike Cannabis sativa  

L. and indica , which use light cyc les to flower, rudera lis is an 

?autoflowering? variety, m eaning it  flowers w ith age. Orig ina t ing  in 

Russia , rudera lis is a  hardy p lant tha t can survive harsh c lim ates.

CBC Cannab ichrom ene, CBC is a  powerful, non- psychoac t ive cannab inoid , has 

the sam e orig ins as both THC and CBD do in tha t they a ll stem  from  

Cannab igerolic  ac id  (CBGA). Cannab is p lants produce CBGA, the precursor to 

three m ajor cannab inoids: tetrahydrocannab inolic  ac id  (THCA), cannab id iolic  

ac id  (CBDA), and cannab ichrom enic  ac id  (CBCA).
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CBD Cannab id iol, CBD is the abbrevia t ion for cannab id iol, one of the cannab inoids 

found in cannab is p lants. CBD does not cause psychoac t ive effec ts (the 

?high?) assoc ia ted w ith THC. CBD is an antagonist to THC and is 

non- psychoac t ive as it  b locks the form ation of 11- OH- THC and m it iga tes the 

psychoac t ive effec ts of THC. CBD has becom e popular for its therapeutic  

effec ts.

CBDA Cannab id iolic  Ac id  is an ac t ive ingred ient in cannab is derived from  the hem p 

p lant and m olecular p recursor to CBD.

CBG Cannab igerol is a  non- psychoac t ive cannab inoid  tha t p lays an im portant 

role in the b iochem istry of the cannab is p lant. CBG ac ts as a  chem ica l 

p recursor to other cannab inoids such as THC and CBD.

CBGA Cannab igerolic  Ac id  is, the precursor to three m ajor cannab inoids: 

tetrahydrocannab inolic  ac id  (THCA), cannab id iolic  ac id  (CBDA), and 

cannab ichrom enic  ac id  (CBCA).

CBN Cannab inol, com es from  the Cannab is sa t iva  p lant and serves as an 

ind ica t ion of THC content and THC degradat ion.

CFIA Canadian Food Inspec t ion Agency is a  regula tory agency tha t is ded ica ted to 

the sa feguard ing  of food, anim als, and p lants, which enhance the hea lth and 

well- being  of Canada 's peop le, environm ent and econom y. Working  under 

Hea lth Canada is it  responsib le for ensuring  com pliance to the Safe Food for 

Canad ians Regula t ion.
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C

Concent ra te (or  

Ext rac t ) 

Refers to any m ateria l c reated by refining  cannab is flowers or by synthesizing  

phytocannab inoids.  The substance is ob ta ined by separa t ing  natura lly 

occurring  chem ica l const ituents of Cannab is, such as cannab inoids, from  

insolub le Cannab is p lant m ateria l by m echanica l, chem ica l, or other 

p rocesses.  Concentra tes or extrac ts have m uch higher cannab inoid  

concentra t ion. Som etim e referred  to as Cannab is Extrac ts. They m ay: 

I. Conta in solvents in a llowab le am ounts and Ingred ients used to 

prom ote a  desired  physica l sta te, texture, or flavor in the Cannab is 

Concentra te, but no other Ingred ients; and

II. Be intended for use in the produc t ion of Cannab is- Infused Produc ts; or 

III. Be a  finished produc t intended for hum an consum ption or use.

Crude Hem p 

Oil/Ext rac t

Is an unrefined extrac t tha t conta ins a ll com pounds found natura lly occurring  

in the Cannab is p lant, inc lud ing  terpenes, essent ia l oils and other 

cannab inoids from  the hem p p lant tha t has not been refined to conta in only 

spec ific  cannab inoids and p lant parts. Also known as Full Spec trum  Hem p 

Oil/Extrac t

D

DEA The Drug Enforcem ent Adm inistra t ion is a  United  Sta tes federa l law 

enforcem ent agency under the United  Sta tes Departm ent of Just ice, tasked 

with com bating  drug tra fficking  and d istribut ion w ithin the United  Sta tes. The 

DEA is the lead agency for dom estic  enforcem ent of the Controlled  

Substances Ac t.

Decarboxy la t ion The process by which, when exposed to heat, the carboxyl ring  or g roup 

(COOH) is rem oved. During  decarboxyla t ion, Tetrahydrocannab inolic  ac id  

(THCA) is converted  to THC and Cannab id iolic  ac id  (CBDA) is converted  to 

CBD (Cannab id iol).
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D

Dosage/Dosing Ind ividua lized am ount of cannab inoids w ithin a  produc t. Dosing depends on 

t it ra t ion, which is the process of inc reasing  m edica t ion am ounts unt il the 

desired  effec t is achieved.

Dronab inol (Mar inol 

and  Syndros) 

A synthet ic  THC pharm aceutica l approved in the U.S. for the reduc t ion of 

nausea and vom it ing  in cancer chem otherapy and inc reased appetite in 

HIV- wast ing  d isease.

Dry  Biom ass Dried whole of m illed  p lant m ateria l of cult ivars of Cannab is spp.

DSHEA The Dietary Supp lem ent Hea lth and Educat ion Ac t of 1994, is a  1994 sta tute of 

United  Sta tes Federa l leg isla t ion which defines and regula tes d ietary 

supp lem ents. Under the ac t, supp lem ents are effec t ively regula ted by the FDA 

for Good Manufac turing  Prac t ices under 21 CFR Part 111.

E

Edib les (a lso see 

Ingest ib le 

Cannab is- Infused 

Produc t)

Ed ib les are m edica ted ed ib le goods tha t have been infused with cannab is 

extrac ts. They are com m only baked goods such as cookies and brownies, but 

op t ions as varied  as flavored coffee drinks, b reads, and cand ies exist  as well. 

Dispensaries a lso often sell m arijuana- infused butters or oils for pa t ients or 

consum ers to m ake their own ed ib les. Consum ing ed ib les m eans the ac t ive 

com ponents from  the extrac ts require longer to take effec t as they need to 

be absorbed through the d igest ive system .
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E

Endocannab inoid  

System  (ECS) 

Is a  b iolog ica l system  com posed of a  group of receptors tha t m ake up a  very 

com plex regula tory system  throughout the hum an bra in, body, and centra l 

and periphera l nervous system s. The m ain func t ion of the ECS is to m ainta in 

the body?s interna l stab ility (hom eostasis) by ad just ing  the flow of 

neurotransm itters and regula t ing  bod ily func t ions, inc lud ing  appetite, sleep, 

em otion, and m ovem ent.

Endocannab inoids Are endogenous (m ade within the body) lip id - based retrograde 

neurotransm itters tha t b ind  to cannab inoid  receptors, and cannab inoid  

receptor p roteins tha t a re expressed throughout the vertebra te centra l 

nervous system  (inc lud ing  the bra in) and periphera l nervous system .

Epid iolex A cannab id iol d rug, approved by the Food and Drug Adm inistra t ion in 2018 for 

trea tm ent of ep ilepsy assoc ia ted w ith Lennox?Gastaut syndrom e or Dravet 

syndrom e in pa t ients 2 years of age and older.

Ext ract ion The d ifferent p rocesses by which cannab inoids w ithin the p lant can be 

extrac ted for use. These processes inc lude a lcohol extrac t ion, butane hash oil 

extrac t ion, etc .

F

FDA The Food and Drug Adm inistra t ion (or a lso USFDA) is a  federa l agency of the 

United  Sta tes Departm ent of Hea lth and Hum an Services, one of the United  

Sta tes federa l execut ive departm ents. The FDA is responsib le for p rotec t ing  

and prom oting  pub lic  hea lth through the control and supervision of food 

sa fety, tobacco produc ts, d ietary supp lem ents, p rescrip t ion and 

over- the- counter pharm aceutica l d rugs (m edica t ions), vacc ines, 

b iopharm aceutica ls, b lood transfusions, m ed ica l devices, elec trom agnetic  

rad ia t ion em itt ing  devices (ERED), cosm etics, anim al foods & feed and 

veterinary produc ts.
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F

Fem in ized Fem inized p lants com e from  seeds tha t have been selec t ively bred to 

produce only fem ale p lants. Since fem ale p lants are the ones tha t p roduce 

flowers (which is where m ost of cannab is? cannab inoids are found), they are 

the only ones tha t a re used to c reate cannab inoid  conta ining  produc ts. 

Flow er Known as the ha iry or st icky parts of the p lant which are harvested for 

consum ption in various produc ts, a lso known as the reproduc t ive organs of 

the p lant.

H

Health  Canada The departm ent of the governm ent of Canada tha t is responsib le for na t iona l 

pub lic  hea lth. The departm ent is a lso responsib le for num erous federa l 

hea lth- rela ted  agenc ies, such as the Canad ian Food Inspec t ion Agency 

(CFIA) and the Pub lic  Hea lth Agency of Canada, am ong others. These 

organiza t ions help  to ensure com pliance with federa l law in a  variety of 

hea lthcare, agricultura l and pharm aceutica l ac t ivit ies. They a lso collabora te 

and partner extensively w ith num erous other federa l and provinc ia l 

departm ents and agenc ies in order to ensure the sa fety of food, hea lth 

produc ts, and pharm aceutica l d rugs, as well as regula te fac ilit ies involved in 

hea lth research and pharm aceutica l d rug m anufac turing  and test ing .

Hem p The p lant of the genus Cannab is or any part  of the p lant, whether growing or 

not, w ith a  delta - 9- tetrahydrocannab inol concentra t ion tha t does not exceed 

0.3% on a  dry weight basis of any part  of the p lant of the genus Cannab is. 

Hem p is a  fib rous produc t tha t can be produced from  the m ale cannab is 

p lant and can be used for extrac t ion of CBD and in the m anufac ture of rope, 

paper, beauty produc ts, and a  vast a rray of other p roduc ts.

Hem p CBD Isola te Is the purest form  of CBD, which is p roduced by rem oving a ll other 

com pounds found in the p lant inc lud ing  terpenes, flavonoids, p lant parts, and 

other cannab inoids.
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H

Hom ogeneit y Refers to how evenly d istributed the cannab is extrac t is through a  produc t. 

For exam ple, if 10% of the infused port ion of the cannab is produc t conta ins 

less than 20% of the tota l THC conta ined in the produc t, it  is hom ogenous. 

Hom ogeneity a llows users assurance tha t they are consum ing a  consistent ly 

p repared ed ib le.

I

Inebr ia te Make (som eone) intoxica ted /  stupefied  or exc ited  by a  chem ica l substance 

Ingest ib le 
Cannab is- In fused 
Product  

a produc t tha t conta ins Cannab is and a t least one other Ingred ient, is 

intended for consum ption or use other than by sm oking or vaporizing , is 

intended to be taken into the body, and is one of the following subcategories: 

I. An Ed ib le Cannab is- Infused Produc t, or ?Ed ib le,? which is an Ingest ib le 

Cannab is Infused Produc t tha t is intended to be taken by m outh, 

swa llowed, and prim arily absorbed through the gastrointest ina l t rac t. 

Ed ib le cannab is- infused produc ts m ay be Psychoac t ive when used as 

intended. Without lim ita t ion, Ed ib le Cannab is- Infused Produc ts m ay be 

in the form  of a  food, beverage, capsule, or tab let; or

II. A Transm ucosa l Cannab is- Infused Produc t, or ?Transm ucosa l,? which 

is an Ingest ib le Cannab is- Infused Produc t tha t is intended to be 

p laced in a  body cavity and absorbed through the m ucosa l lining  of 

the cavity and m ay be Psychoac t ive when used as intended. 

Transm ucosa l Cannab is Infused Produc ts inc lude, but a re not lim ited  

to, cannab is- infused t inc tures, ana l suppositories, lozenges, and nasa l 

sprays.
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L

Licensee Any Person licensed, reg istered, or otherwise authorized by a  regula tory 

authority (e.g . Hea lth Canada, U.S. sta te regula tors) to engage in com m erc ia l 

Cannab is cult iva t ion, p rocessing , extrac t ion, m anufac turing , packag ing, 

labeling , test ing , transporta t ion, d istribut ion, wholesa le, delivery, or reta il sa le, 

or any a llowab le com binat ion of these ac t ivit ies.

M

Marijuana A slang term  for the dried  flowers, leaves, stem s, and seeds of the cannab is 

p lant. Marijuana is the genera l term  for fem ale cannab is p lants or their d ried  

flowers. Fem ales are d ist inc t from  m ale p lants in tha t they are the ones tha t 

p roduce flowers which conta in the high percentage of cannab inoids tha t 

hold  both their m ed ic ina l and psychoac t ive propert ies.

Medica l Use of 
Cannab is

The acquisit ion, cult iva t ion, possession, p rocessing  (inc lud ing  developm ent of 

rela ted  produc ts such as food, t inc tures, aerosols, oils, or ointm ents), t ransfer, 

t ransporta t ion, sa le, d istribut ion, d ispensing, or adm inistra t ion of cannab is for 

the benefit  of qua lifying  pat ients in the trea tm ent of deb ilita t ing  m edica l 

cond it ions or the sym ptom s thereof.

N

Nabilone (Cesam et ) A synthet ic  THC pharm aceutica l approved in the U.S. for the trea tm ent of the 

nausea and vom it ing  assoc ia ted w ith cancer chem otherapy.
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N

Non- Ingest ib le 

Cannab is- In fused 

Product  

A produc t tha t conta ins Cannab is and a t least one other Ingred ient, is 

intended for consum ption or use other than by sm oking or vaporizing , is 

intended for externa l use only, and is one of the following: 

I. A Top ica l Cannab is- Infused Produc t, or ?Top ica l,? which is a  

Non- Ingest ib le Cannab is- Infused Produc t tha t is not Psychoac t ive 

when used as intended. Top ica l Cannab is- Infused Produc ts inc lude 

but a re not lim ited  to Cannab is- infused c ream s, sa lves, ba th soaks, 

and lot ions; or

II. A Transderm al Cannab is- Infused Produc t, or ?Transderm al,? which is a  

Non- Ingest ib le Cannab is- Infused Produc t tha t conta ins a t least one 

skin- perm eation- enhanc ing Ingred ient to fac ilita te absorp t ion 

through the skin into the b loodstream  and m ay be Psychoac t ive when 

used as intended. Transderm al Cannab is- Infused Produc ts inc lude but 

a re not lim ited  to Cannab is infused adhesive patches tha t a re app lied  

to the skin surface.

P

Pharm acokinet ic /

Pharm acodynam ics 

The absorp t ion, d istribut ion, m etabolism , and excret ion of a  drug and the 

effec t the drug has on the body.

Phenolics Rela t ing  to or having  the charac terist ics of a  phenol. Phenolics are broad ly 

d istributed in the p lant kingdom  and are the m ost abundant secondary 

m etabolites of p lants.

Phy tocannab inoids or exogenous cannab inoids, a re p lant- derived cannab inoids produced by 

g landular trichom es covering  the surface of the cannab is p lant.
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P

Psychoact ive A term  tha t is app lied  to chem ica l substances tha t change a  person's m enta l 
sta te by a ffec t ing  the way the bra in and nervous system  work. This can lead 
to intoxica t ion, which is often the m ain reason peop le choose to take 
psychoac t ive drugs. The changes in bra in func t ion experienced by peop le 
who use psychoac t ive substances a ffec t their percept ions, m oods, and/or 
consc iousness.

R

Refined  Hem p 

Oil/Ext rac t

A refined extrac t from  the hem p p lant tha t has been refined to conta in only 

spec ific  cannab inoids.

S

Synthet ic  

Cannab inoids

Man- m ade cannab inoid  m olecules tha t a re m ade to b ind  to cannab inoid  

receptors in the body.

T

Terpenes Fragrant oils secreted from  the resin g lands of flowers tha t p rovide arom atic  
d iversity. They are not just found in the cannab is p lant, but other p lants as well 
(hops). Terpenes m ay b ind  to d ifferent receptors in the bra in to g ive d ifferent 
effec ts.

Trichom es Sm all ha ir or other outgrowth from  the ep iderm is of a  p lant, typ ica lly 
unicellula r and g landular responsib le for p roduc ing cannab inoid  com pounds.
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T

THC An abbrevia t ion for tetrahydrocannab inol. It  is the m ost well- known and m ost 

abundantly ava ilab le cannab inoid  in m arijuana p lants. THC is a lso the 

com ponent in m arijuana tha t is responsib le for the psychoac t ive effec ts, or 

the ?high.? Also known as delta - 9- tetracannab inol, it  was first  isola ted  in 1964 

and is thought to serve as a  natura l defense for the p lant aga inst pests. 

Research has shown THC to be an effec t ive m edica l t rea tm ent for a  range of 

cond it ions. There is no known letha l dose of the com pound in its na tura l form .

THCA Tetrahydrocannab inolic  Ac id  and m olecular p recursor to THC.

THCV Tetrahydrocannab ivarin, is a  com pound in cannab is tha t offers a  unique 

array of effec ts and m edica l benefits tha t sets it  apart  from  other 

cannab inoids like THC and CBD.

THCVA Tetrahydrocannab ivarinic  ac id  (THCVA) is a  non- psychoac t ive cannab inoid  

and m olecular p recursor to THCV.

Tincture A liquid  form  of cannab is tha t is m ade from  g lycerin or a lcohol. Tinc tures are 

usua lly d istributed in an eyedropper under the tongue to provide fast 

absorp t ion to the body, lead ing to quicker effec ts than ed ib les and inha la t ion.

Trim All parts of the cannab is/hem p lam p not inc lusive of the flower.
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U

USDA The United  Sta tes Departm ent of Agriculture (USDA), a lso known as the 

Agriculture Departm ent, is the U.S. federa l execut ive departm ent responsib le 

for develop ing  and execut ing  federa l laws rela ted  to fa rm ing, forestry, and 

food. It  a im s to m eet the needs of fa rm ers and ranchers, p rom ote agricultura l 

t rade and produc t ion, work to assure food sa fety, p rotec t na tura l resources, 

foster rura l com m unit ies and end hunger in the United  Sta tes and 

internat iona lly.

W

Wet  Biom ass Whole or m illed  p lant m ateria l of cult ivars of Cannab is spp. tha t has not been 

processed to lower water content.

?

? 8- THC -  ? 8-  

Tet rahydrocannab inol 

Most abundant cannab inoid  found in the p lant tha t is decarboxyla ted and 

form ed into THC by heat ing .

? 9- THC -  ? 9-

Tet rahydrocannab inol

The m ost com m on cannab inoid  found within the cannab is p lant. THC 

accounts for m ost of the psychoac t ive effec ts as the 11- OH- THC m etabolite, 

form ed a fter first  pass m etabolism , is 4 t im es m ore psychoac t ive than THC.
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